[Limited proteolysis of human albumin and immunoglobulin G by Legionella pneumophila metalloproteinase].
Metalloproteinase of Legionella pneumophila is the major extracellular proteinase of this bacterial species which splits human immunoglobulin G in the hinge region to form the (Fab')2 fragment. This fragment is relatively stable and undergoes further proteolysis at a slow rate. The c' fragment is unstable and is apparently split down to fragments CH2 and CH3. The metalloproteinase splits human serum albumin down to products having lower molecular masses. Another bacterial metalloproteinase, thermolysin, produces a similar effect, although at a slower rate.